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Dr. Scott L. Whittenburg is the 
new Vice Chancellor for Research  
and Dean of the Graduate School, 
effective July 1.  Dr. Whittenburg 
is a University Research Professor 
in the Department of Chemistry 
and previously was the Associate 
Vice Chancellor for Assessment 
and Institutional Effectiveness.  
Prior to that appointment he was 
the Associate Vice Chancellor of 
Academic Affairs for Fiscal Ad-
ministration. 
Dr. Whittenburg joined the Uni-
versity as an Assistant Professor 
in 1979.  He was promoted to Full 
Professor in 1989 and University 
Research Professor in 2003.  His 
research is in the area of applica-
tion of computers and parallel 
architectures to modeling of 
chemical systems.  His most re-
cent work has been in the compu-
tation of the magnetic properties 
of nanoparticles, and in Brownian 
Dynamic simulations of the di-
rected self-assembly of nanoparti-
cles into functional three-
dimensional structures.  Dr. Whit-
tenburg is a member of the Board 
of Regents EPSCoR Committee, 
the Louisiana Optical Network 
Initiative (LONI) Advisory Board, 
the CREST Executive Board and 
the UNO Foundation and Re-
search and Technology Park 
Boards. 
Meet the New Vice Chancellor... 
The Office of Research and Spon-
sored Programs, along with the 
University Senate  is pleased to 
announce the new Summer Re-
search Program (SRP).   
The SRP has three subprograms;  
Creative Endeavors Opportunity 
(CEO), Stimulating Competitive 
Research (SCoRe) and  Summer 
Undergraduate Experience (SUE). 
The goal of the CEO program is to 
increase research and creative 
activity on campus, and to provide 
support for faculty to launch pro-
grams of research, scholarship, 
exhibition or performance that 
will ultimately result in intellec-
tual productivity.  
The goal of the SCoRe award 
would be to increase extramural 
sponsored research activity and as 
such the expectation is that the 
award will enhance the re-
searcher’s capacity to acquire 
future outside funding.  
The SUE program supports re-
search or scholarly experiences for 
UNO undergraduates in coopera-
tion with a faculty advisor. 
The CEO and SCoRe programs 
begin Summer, 2009 while the 
SUE program begins Summer, 
2010.  More information can be 
found at https://
sharepoint.uno.edu/research/srp. 
The SRP program is administered 
by Elizabeth Gordon. 
Summer 2009 Awardees: (CEO) 
Olivier Bourderionnet, Erik Han-
sen, Matthew Jacobsmeier, Pia 
Kostner, Daniel Lewis, Rachel 
Luft, John McGowan-Hartman, 
Kyeong Sam Min, Mary Mitchell, 
Michael Mizell-Nelson, John 
Overton, Louis Paradise, Edward 
Petersen, Anne Rioux, Daniel 
Rule, Jeffrey Schaffer, Juliana 
Starr, Elizabeth Steeby; (SCoRe) 
Nicola Anthony,  Brian Beabout, 
Charles Bell, Edit Bourgeois, 
Huimin Chen, D’Lane Compton, 
Renia Ehrenfeucht, Royhan Gani, 
David Mobley, Marty O’Connell, 
Pierre Poudeu, Barney Rees, 
Elizabeth Stein, Guijun Wang. 
Summer Research Program: 
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Research Facts: 
With more than $30M 
in external research 
funding, UNO is be-
hind only LSU and 
Tulane in Louisiana 
The SPAWAR funding 
vehicle contract 
($50M over 5 years) 
is the second largest 
research contract in 
UNO history. 
The UNO Research and 
Technology Park is 
home to over 20 
companies and gov-
ernmental entities 
employing over 
1000 people. 
Scott L. Whittenburg, Vice 
Chancellor for Research and 
Dean of the Graduate School 
Elizabeth Gordon 
Pre Award Research 
Administrator  
CERM Building 450 
(504) 280-6669 
etgordon@uno.edu 
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Board of Regents  
Support Fund Awards: 
Let’s Jam! 
Get Your Speedkey Early 
Congratulations to the following faculty who received  awards from 
the BoR Support Fund this year: 
Enhancement-   
Paul Schilling, Mechanical Engineering 
Golden Richard, Computer Science 
Connie Atkinson, History 
Michelle Martel, Psychology 
Research Competitiveness - 
Charles Bell, Biological Sciences 
Graduate Fellows - 
John Wiley, Chemistry 
Diversity Fellowships - 
Elizabeth Sigler, Graduate School 
ATLAS- 
Irvin Mayfield, Music 
IRIS (Illinois Researcher Information Service) is a 
research funding database that is maintained by the 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. IRIS al-
lows researchers to define their funding searches by 
research keywords and other parameters. The entire 
UNO community has access to this database of more 
than 8,000 federal and private research funding op-
portunities in every field – from arts to zoology. The 
Office of Research & Sponsored Programs pays for 
this fee based service, which is available to internet 
users on campus. Check it out at: http://
www.library.illinois.edu/iris/ 
(TRAC); Dr. Nicola Anthony 
(Biology); and Dr. Denise 
Reed (PIES).  All of the ses-
sions were informative and 
interesting.  If you have not 
attended one, you are missing 
out on a great way to find out 
what is going on at UNO.  The 
sessions will begin again in 
the fall. 
 
The Office of Research has 
held numerous Jam Sessions 
so far.  Topics ranged from 
Science to Education to Lib-
eral Arts to Public Assistance.   
The speakers included Dr. 
Mark Kulp and Dr. Mike 
Miner (EES); Dr. Andre Perry 
(Charter Schools); Dr. Shirley 
Laska and Dr. Monica Farris 
(CHART); Ken Zangla, Rose 
Angelocci, and Virginia Gay 
If you would like to schedule a 
session to discuss your work, 
please contact Carol Mitton at 
extension 5546 or cmit-
ton@uno.edu.  This is a great 
opportunity to showcase your 
work.  The Office of Research 
will handle all of the details to 
schedule and announce the 
event. 
“Research is what I am 
doing when I don’t 
know what I am 
doing.”  Werner von 
Braun 
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This past semester the Office of Research continued its program of holding professional development sessions.  
The topics for these sessions included Award Closeout, Proposal Writing, Budgeting, Subcontracts, and others.  
Next semester we will offer most of these topics as well as new topics.  The dates, times and subject will be 
posted to the Office of Research sharepoint site once finalized.  Continue to check the site for updates and regis-
ter on-line for the opportunities. If you have any suggestions for future opportunities, please contact Carol Mit-
ton at extension 5546 or cmitton@uno.edu. 
This past summer the Office of Research started the sharepoint version of the Advanced Project/Grant ID number 
request form.  This form allows for the assignment of the project/grant number and speed key before an award is 
fully executed.  With the early assignment of the number and speed key, the PI is able to properly charge expenses 
to the project/grant number from the start date.  This will minimize cost transfers and change in source 101s.  
More information on this form can be obtained from our sharepoint site (link: Home - Research) or contact our 
office at extension 6836.   
Professional Development 
 Searching for Research Funding?  
Check out I.R.I.S. 
Want to win a $100 gift certificate for the UNO Bookstore??!!!! 
This is your chance! The Office of Research and Sponsored Pro-
grams is looking for someone to demonstrate their artistic talent 
and create a logo for our office. The logo will be placed on our web-
site, office announcements, pens, etc.   
 
Please send the logo to Nadia Zambrano at  nzam-
bran@uno.edu  before September 1, 2009. Our judges will 
decide on the winning entry and announce it  in the fall 
semester newsletter.  
 
Show us your talent! 
Teaching    
Before coming to New Orleans 
from Columbus, Ohio, Dr. 
Dong taught at the Edison 
Welding Institute and Ohio 
State University, supervising 
graduate students and devel-
oping courses based on his 
work.  In 1997, he joined the 
prestigious Battelle Memorial 
Institute as the Technical Di-
rector for the Center for 
Welded Structures, attaining 
its highest technical position 
as one of only eight Senior 
Research Leaders (from over 
25,000 employees world-
wide).   
When he joined the faculty of 
UNO, Dr. Dong brought with 
him a strong desire to intro-
duce new generations of naval 
architects and engineers to the 
exploration of the best design 
and construction.  “These fu-
ture engineers will be facing 
the same issues,” said Dr. 
Dong.  He describes New Or-
leans as having one of the two 
best environments for naval 
engineering in the country. 
 
Research 
Dr. Dong has been a pioneer 
in the prediction of fatigue life 
of welded joints; until he and 
his team at Battelle introduced 
the computational model, 
Verity, the projection of the 
life span of a weld was guess-
Pingsha Dong, Ph.D. 
Director, Center for Advanced 
Marine Structures and Fabri-
cation (CAMSF) 
 
The Office of Research and 
Sponsored Programs wel-
comes Dr. Pingsha Dong as 
the Head of the School of Na-
val Architecture, occupying 
the Northrop Grumman En-
dowed Chair in Shipbuilding 
and Engineering.  He traveled 
a long road before arriving at 
UNO in August of 2008.  Born 
in Dalian, China, his early 
education was interrupted by 
China’s Cultural Revolution 
when he was relocated into 
the countryside for re-
education.   Young Dong cir-
cumvented the restrictions of 
censorship by disguising two 
texts, which his father had 
scavenged for him, as Mao’s 
Little Red Book, and read the 
physics and math books into 
the night.  His feigned devo-
tion to the party earned him 
the rare opportunity to attend 
college, the Harbin Institute of 
Technology in China, to learn 
the art and science of welding.  
Dong went on to earn his MS 
in Welding Engineering there.  
He then attended the Univer-
sity of Michigan where he was 
awarded a Masters degree and 
a PhD in Mechanical Engi-
neering.   
work at best.  Engineers had 
to rely on empirical methods 
based on past experience.  
Industries such as Caterpillar, 
ChevronTexaco and Ford Mo-
tor Company have embraced 
this method, saving millions 
of dollars that had previously 
been used for repetitive, and 
inaccurate, stress testing.  In 
2003, the Society of Automo-
tive Engineers declared this 
model the most important 
engineering advance of that 
year, awarding him the Henry 
Ford II Distinguished Award 
for Excellence in Automotive 
Engineering. 
Pingsha Dong has received 
numerous other awards, and 
has authored over 150 schol-
arly articles in peer-reviewed 
archive journals.  In addition, 
he contributes to this field as 
an editor or reviewer for a 
number of international jour-
nals. 
His research interests con-
tinue to include techniques for 
the mitigation of residual 
stress and distortion and 
methods in the fatigue and 
fracture of welded structures.   
Dr. Dong’s leadership in the 
School of Naval Architecture 
is a wonderful addition to the 
College of Engineering and 
will serve UNO well in con-
tinuing its tradition of excel-
lence. 
Faculty Focus 
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